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Understanding the Issues of
Abuse and Neglect and Asian American Families
Traditionally, Asian American communities have not been considered a population of primary concern in child welfare. As a result, child welfare policies and services are rarely designed to meet the needs of the Asian American community. The Asian American community is in no way immune to the problems surrounding child abuse and neglect.
Asian American families, especially immigrant families, may unknowingly get in trouble with the law simply because
of differences in cultural influences on child rearing. ❖ Child welfare professionals, mandated reporters and the community in general need assistance to better understand the immigrant families that they encounter. Clearly, no one
wants a child be in danger, or suffering from physical or emotional neglect or abuse. At the same time, no one wants
to traumatize a child and family by unnecessarily removing a child from a home because a reported incident of abuse
or neglect is in fact merely a cultural difference.
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CACF, Half-Full or Half-Empty
For more information, please refer to CACF’s report on child abuse and neglect issues in the Asian American community.
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