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Our Mission…
The Coalition for Asian American Children 
and Families is dedicated to improving 
the health and well being of Asian Pacific 
American children in New York City.

Everyday, CACF is:

Challenging stereotypes about 
Asian Pacific Americans

Connecting Asian Pacific American 
communities with policymakers

Empowering parents to 
advocate for their children

We are the only children’s advocacy 
organization for the Asian Pacific 
American community. We work with the 
East Asian, Southeast Asian, South Asian, 
and Pacific Islander communities.

ASAP Community Board

Khin Mai Aung,Esq.
Asian American Legal Defense and 

Education Fund (AALDEF)

Henrietta Ho-Asjoe
Center for the Study of Asian American 

Health, New York University

Eun Jeong Lee, MPA
Korean Community Services of 

Metropolitan NY

Lorraine Marasigan, MSW, MPH
The CityKids Foundation

Melissa Mendez
Women of Color Policy Network

Anthony Ng
United Neighborhood Houses

Seema Shah
Annenberg Institute for School Reform

Amardeep Singh, Esq.
The Sikh Coalition

Ron Woo
NYC Department of Education

ASAP Contact

Wendy Cheung
Youth and Parent Program Coordinator

wcheung@cacf.org
(212) 809-4675 x. 105

Coalition for Asian American
Children & Families



What is ASAP?
ASAP stands for the Asian American 
Student Advocacy Project (ASAP) is a 
youth leadership program for Asian 
Pacific American high school 
students who want to learn how to 
make positive changes in their 
communities through advocacy.  

What does 
“advocacy” mean?

Advocacy is what we do to express 
our ideas about what can be 
improved.  By identifying problems 
and coming up with helpful solutions, 
we can advocate for improvements 
in our community.

What does this have to do 
with me?

If you…
• Feel that improvements can 
be made in the community for 
Asian Pacific Americans
• Wish you could do something 
about it
• Want to meet other students 
with similar ideas
• Want to voice your ideas to 
community decision makers  
• Want to be heard…

Then join ASAP!

Who is ASAP?
ASAP leaders are a selected group of 
youth advocates from New York City 
high schools. Their diversity is 
represented across race, ethnicity, 
culture, gender, sexual orientation, 
age, ability, family structure, and life 
experiences (e.g. class, immigration 
history, health status, etc.).

What does ASAP do?

ASAP leaders are trained to be a 
voice for the community. They learn 
public speaking skills, research and 
writing skills, and other advocacy 
skills.  ASAP leaders will develop 
leadership skills, learn about 
advocacy, work as a member of a 
team, and get to know other 
students.

Sessions include:
•Group discussions
•Guest speakers
•Skills-building workshops
•Visits to community organizations
• Meetings with public officials and 
community leaders

Testimonials
“Growing up, I have learned that a 
small voice could be trained to 
become a louder one. Through 
ASAP, I am hoping to learn to 
confront problems and not run 
away from them.”
- ASAP leader, 9th grader 

“I see a problem that takes place in 
school and in the nation. Asian 
people are not being recognized 
because our voices are not heard.”
-ASAP leader, 11th grader

“Changes begin with me, but if I 
want to be an advocate, I need to 
start to make change happen in my 
own school, community, and home.”
-ASAP leader, 12th grader

“ASAP has heightened my interest 
in helping people.  It encouraged 
me to make a difference and to 
help make positive changes.”
-ASAP leader, 10th grader

For more information or an 
application, please contact:

Wendy Cheung (212) 809-4675, 
ext 105 or wcheung@cacf.org

50 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10004

phone: 212.809.4675
fax: 212.785.4601

e-mail: cacf@cacf.org
website:  www.cacf.org


